
First Love – All your heart Part Five. 

Matt.16:24-27  

The Secret Place and Aboding in the Vine. 

Firstly, it is important to know that the secret place is not a physical place. 
The secret place is all about the heart and it is where the Spirit of God gives you revelation in the 
heart and the revelation speaks to you personally. You get the depths of salvation, of how God works 
and how God thinks. 
 
The only way into the secret place is by the Holy Spirit. He takes you past the veil of the flesh that 
cannot be passed by the natural man and He takes you into the Holy of Holies. It is the place of divine 
intimacy within your heart where you fellowship with the Lord.  
Here, in this place of intimacy is where you are learning to know Him and through learning to know 
Him, your heart has come to assume a posture of humility before Him. 
It is where you will find yourself bowed down in a posture of worship and submitted to the King of 
kings because of who He is.  
 
Ps.91:1 He who dwells…abides under the shadow. It has become a place of habitation…a residence. 
And if you remember from our last teaching…this is who the bride is to be…a dwelling place for the 
presence of God. A place of worship. 
John 4:23. 
Col.3:1-3 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above where Christ is, 
sitting at the right hand of God. Set your mind on things above, not on the things of the earth. For you 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
It’s time to live according to the higher order of the spirit and not to the natural order. 

We are the people that will manifest…and make known that life that is in Him…thereby making known 
the life that is in us. 

John G. Lake: Our souls have caught just a little flash, a larger revelation of the living God through 
the blessed word and the Holy Spirit. The divine power to make it real. Beyond our soul is a great 
ocean of God. We’re just paddling around on the edge yet. 

John 15:4-6 
We who desire to be the bride, want to bear much fruit. Well, there is only one way that is going to 
happen and that is to abide in Jesus. It doesn’t matter how much you know, how many degrees you 
have, how brilliant or talented you are, how many prophecies have been spoken over you, if you don’t 
abide in Him, you will not bear fruit. 
But, when the branch is attached, it’s not like there is effort…what is in the vine is flowing through the 
branch. 
Are you connected to Him?  
Do you know Jesus yourself? Are you content to meet with Moses or are you making the effort to walk 
up the mountain to meet with God? 
 
Francis Chan recounts a discussion he had with a Chinese evangelist: 
‘Too many people are content to hear from someone who has met with God. Why do the people not 
want to go up the mountain themselves? 
Do you know how a movement starts? A movement starts when a man really knows God.  
Do you know how a movement dies? When the followers only know the founder of the 
movement...and they are not really connected to Jesus Himself. They are feeding off this founder’s 
relationship with God…but they don’t go up the mountain themselves’. 
 
The truth is…as long as I abide in Jesus, fruit happens in my life. Real fruit. Permanent change.  
The question we must continually ask is: 
Lord, are You still the first love in my life? What is there in my life that has taken Your place? 
 



As we spend the time in the secret place to make Him the first love in our lives, the Holy Spirit will 
begin to reveal those areas in us that need to change and that change will manifest as fruit in a heart 
that longs to please the Father. 

Firstly - It’s all about the love… 
Matt.22:37-40 Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.’ This is the first and great commandment. And the second is like it: You shall love 
your neighbour as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets. 
1 John 4:18 There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves torment. 
But he who fears has not been made perfect in love. We love Him because He first loved us. 
 
The wonder of…HIS LOVE FOR US…is the foundation of our first love for Him. 
It is this first love that He is calling us back to. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, all your 
mind and all your strength. 
I understand that but I feel as if my heart has grown cold. What do I do??? 
When you feel condemnation because you don’t feel this love, remember this: 
Rom.5:5 Now hope does not disappoint, (why?) because the love of God has been poured out in our 
hearts (how?) by the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 
 
This level of love is not something that we can try to manifest in ourselves. I am going to love the 
Lord!!! Whatever we try to manifest in our own strength will be all about behaviour modification. When 
it is just behaviour modification it is completely inferior to the transforming work of the Holy Spirit in 
our hearts!  
We need the Holy Spirit to do the work in us and as we see in Luke 11:13   
Why did the Father give us the Holy Spirit? To resurrect us from spiritual death but besides becoming 
born again…He is the guardian of our soul. Our heart attitudes need the life of Christ infused into 
them so that our familiar carnal attitudes will die. 
 
Rom.8:11 We assume all too often that He is speaking about life after death…but then v13 would not 
make sense. V13  
What sort of life are we talking about? (Dzah’-o) to have true life - Active, blessed, endless in the 
kingdom of God, it is living water, having vital power in itself and exerting the same upon the soul. 
2 Cor.3:18 Whatever deeds of the flesh we put to death by the Spirit will also allow the Spirit to give 
us Dzah’-o…true life.  
Gal.5:22 
Love here is = Agape. Love in “You have left your first love” (Rev.2:1-5) is also Agape. 
So basically, returning to our first love will require us to repent, to acknowledge that we need the help 
of the Holy Spirit to develop this first love for our Lord once more (as well as all the other gifts). In this 
transformation, there will always be our part and there will always be His part.  
This will be a daily continual practice. 
You get a revelation of who you are in Him because of the inward working by the Spirit of God not 
because it sounded good to you, not because you heard someone preach it but because in the secret 
place, God the Father spoke it into your heart by the Holy Spirit. There is a force to what He says. 
There is an authority to what He says and it carries weight in you…and you know that the longer you 
spend in His presence, you are more persuaded, consumed by it, overwhelmed…you are changed. 

This is what transpires in the secret place…the place of intimacy 

Rom.2:4 It is focusing on the goodness of God and how much He deserves to be loved and 
worshiped by us that brings us to His feet in bankruptcy saying, ‘Lord I want to love You like I 
should…but I need Your help’. It is this undeserved grace that will bring you back to repentance…and 
repentance is the natural response when we dwell on the wonder of His love for us. 
We owe Him our very lives…on every level. 
There is none like Him…He is Love…and He is watching over His word to perform it. 
 
He who dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.  
May your feet carry you swiftly into the Presence of your beloved in Jesus name. 


