
23 October 2016 

Sermon Title: START WITH WHAT YOU HAVE 

The Bible says, "You believe there is one god. Good! Even the demons believe that — and 
shudder." (James 2:19) Even the demons believe mentally that Jesus is God's Son. They 
spoke through a demon-possessed man and said to Jesus, "What do you want with us, Son 
of God? Have you come here to torture us before the appointed time?" (Matt. 8:29)

Don't assume just because you mentally believe Jesus is the Son of God that you 
are safe.

The Wheelbarrow and The Tight Rope 

Picture this in your mind: A great crowd of people are 
gathered at the edge of Niagara Falls to see a man 
walk a tight rope across to the other side. He crosses 
and returns safely. Then he says, "How many believe 
I can wheel a wheelbarrow across?” The crowd cheers 
its approval. 

So he wheels the wheelbarrow across and comes 
back safely to the cheers of the crowd. 

"How many believe I can wheel a man across in this 
wheelbarrow?' he cries. The crowd roars in delight. 
They all believe. Then the man points to one nearby 
who is cheering the loudest. "You — get in!" 

NOW NOTICE 

If you have MENTAL ASSENT, you will be yelling with the rest of the crowd, "I believe." 
You may "believe" in Jesus, but not enough to trust him with anything. 

FAITH FOR THINGS is one step higher. It trusts Jesus with "things" — such as the people who 
believed the man could wheel the wheelbarrow across the tight rope without losing it into the 
river. Examples of this kind of faith would be people who pray to God for earthly things such as 
food, finances, or protection. They trust God for "things", but they refuse to trust God with their 
eternity and rely on him to get them to heaven. 

SAVING FAITH IS THE KIND OF BELIEVING THAT INVOLVES TOTAL 

COMMITMENT TO YOUR BELIEF. TT IS BELIEVING INTO JESUS, TOTALLY 

TRUSTING HIM TO TAKE YOU TO HEAVEN — ON HIS MERITS, NOT YOUR OWN! 

Just as the man in the wheelbarrow would have to be very still and not move, SAVING 
FAITH rests and receives eternal life rather than striving to earn it by works of human 
righteousness. 

As the Scripture says, "Everyone who trusts in Him (Jesus) will never be put to shame." 
(Rom. 10:11) 


