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SERMON TITLE: MAKE EVERY EFFORT TO BE HOLY
PART 5: The "Once Saved / Always Saved" Heresy  

CENTRAL TRUTH: The Scriptures are so full of the truth that it is indeed possible for 
believers to lose   their salvation that one can hardly believe that this is a matter of 
dispute in the Church!

FOUNDATION SCRIPTURE: Matt 16 v 25 AMP: (Jesus said) "Whoever is bent on
saving his (temporal) life (his comfort and security here) shall lose it (eternal
life); and whoever loses his life (his comfort and security here) for My sake shall
find it (life everlasting)."

MAIN POINTS:  
1. The truth is this: ALL sinners, i.e. unbelievers and believers alike, will eventually end up in 

the eternal hell / lake of fire (2 Thess 1:8-9; Luke 12:4-5; Rev 1:17-18; Prov 3:7-8; 9:10; Jude:5-
7).

2. It is sin or, more accurately, not coming out of and staying out of sin, that causes believers 
to lose their salvation (Rom 8:12-13; 1 Cor 6:9-11; John 16:8; 1 John 1:8-9; Heb 4:16; Phil 4:13).

3. Obviously, only saved believers can lose their salvation. The evidence of a saved believer is that, 
because he is born of God and therefore has God's seed, i.e. the Spirit of Christ, living in 
him, he cannot go on sinning and he loves his brother (1 John 5:11-12; 1 John 3:7-10).
This is the miracle of the rebirth (Ezek 11:19-20; 2 Car 5:17; Rom 5:5). Whoever falls short of 
this evidence of being a saved believer — yet professes to be a saved believer — 
is deceived. EITHER he has never been born again/saved OR he has lost his 
salvation, i.e. Jesus no longer remains in him. Therefore, 2 Cor 13:5 exhorts us to "test 
yourselves."

4. The Full Life Study Bible records 5 steps that lead to personal apostasy (Heb 3:12):
a) The believer, through unbelief, fails to take the truths, exhortations, warnings, promises, and   

teachings of God's Word with utmost seriousness (Mark 1:15; Luke 8:13; John 5:44,47; 8:46).
b) As the realities of the world become greater than the realities of God's heavenly kingdom, the

believer gradually ceases to draw near to God through Christ (Heb 4:16; 7:19,25; 11:6).

c) Through the deceitfulness of sin, the believer becomes increasingly tolerant of sin in his own life 
(1 Cor 6:9-10; Eph 5:5; Heb 3:13) and no longer loves righteousness and hates iniquity.

d) Through hardness of heart (Heb 3:8,13) and rejecting God's way (v. 10), the believer 
ignores the repeated voice and rebuke of the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:30; 1 Thes 5:19-22; Heb 3:7-
11).

e) The Holy Spirit is grieved (Eph 4:30; Heb 3:7-8) and quenched (1 Tiles 5:19) and His temple 
violated (1 or 3:16). He eventually departs from the former believer (Judg 16:20; Ps 
51:11; Rom 8:13; 1 Cor 3:16-17; Heb 3:14).

5. Believers who have lost their salvation may vet believe they are saved but the EVIDENCE 
that   they are not proves otherwise; and this EVIDENCE is revealed not only in the sins they 
commit (for saved sinners sometimes also sin) but also and most clearly in the fact that 
THEY HAVE GIVEN UP THE STRUGGLE AGAINST SIN AND SIN HAS ONCE AGAIN BECOME
A LIFESTYLE.

NOW ASK YOURSELF: According to the truth and required evidence, am I CERTAIN that I 
AM a saved believer (2 Cor 13:5)? Am I willing to make a stand in the Church for this truth 
(Jam 5:19-20)?
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