
1 May 2016

SERMON TITLE: FORGIVE BECAUSE YOU'VE BEEN FORGIVEN

SCRIPTURES:                                                                                                   
2 Corinthians 5 v 17-20 (NKJV)
Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed 
away; behold, all things have become new. Now all things are of God, who has 
reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of 
reconciliation that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of 
reconciliation. Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were 
pleading through us: we implore you on Christ's behalf, be reconciled to God.

Colossians 3 v 13 (NKJV)
Bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint 
against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.

MAIN POINTS:
1. Relinquish your right to get even

Romans 12 v 19 - Do not avenge yourselves. Leave it to God. He will take
care of it...... (v21)

2. Respond to evil with good
Luke 6 v 27 - 28 (NIV)

3. Repeat as long as necessary (Matt 18 v 21 - 22)

4. Rescue (set free) others with the good news of God's forgiveness
2 Corinthians 5 v 18-20 (CEV)
God has done it all! He sent Christ to make peace between himself and 
us, and he has given us the work of making peace between himself and 
others. What we mean is that God was in Christ, offering peace and 
forgiveness to the people of this world. And he has given us the work of 
sharing his message about peace. We were sent to speak for Christ, and 
God is begging you to listen to our message. We speak for Christ and 
sincerely ask you to make peace with God.

ACTION (Discuss):
Why do you think it is so difficult to let go of our need to get even? (Or have the
last word?)

NOW ASK YOURSELF: 
What can I do to show forgiveness in my life especially to those who need it?


